4st June 2020
Dear parent or carer,
RE: Re-Opening
I hope my message finds you and your family well.
As we move towards partially re-opening our academy for the year groups chosen for
early return by the government, we completely understand that many of you will be
concerned about the safety of your child as they prepare to return.
So you have all the information you need on the main changes and safety measures
we are taking to support and protect your child’s health and wellbeing, we have
produced a guide for parents and carers titled ‘Supporting our students back to
academy’. You can access the guide by clicking here: https://eact661my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/humayon_pramanik_eact_org_uk/EW6SyWF1uYtOs_rJqarFlgcBJWck4WRwYNBg7-kYVC5z-g?e=5hTkYw
Please know that we will do everything in our power to ensure that our students and
staff return to the safest possible academy environment. This is why our classrooms,
communal spaces and everyday procedures are being transformed and will look
markedly different when we re-open.
Furthermore, we are taking a cautious and measured approach to re-opening by
reducing the number of staff and students in our buildings at any one time. This
means that no student or member of staff will be in academy full time from 15 June at
the earliest.
Please note that we will continue to ensure that the children of our key workers and
our most vulnerable students have a safe place here at the academy during the day,
and our children at home have the support they need from their teachers.
With your support, we will do everything we can to ensure that our students return to
the safest possible environment. In the meantime, I hope our guide will go some way
to help alleviate any anxieties being felt at this time.
If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with us in the usual way.
Yours sincerely,

Miss J Clegg
Head of School
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Suppor ting our students back to
academy

This has been an enormously
c h a l l e n g i n g t i m e f o r u s a l l . We
know that parents and carers
are anxious about what lies
ahead, and that many of you
will be concerned about the
safety of your child as they
prepare to return to academy.
However, we also recognise the
importance of having some face-toface contact with our students and for
them to have time with their peers.
With your support, we will do
everything we can to ensure that
our students return to the safest
possible environment. It is why we
are committed to taking a cautious
and measured approach to reopening, in close consultation with the
Department for Education, our staff
and with you.

We t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t h a n k
you for everything you are doing to
suppor t our academy. Please know
that our commitment to you and
your child is stronger than ever. Our
partnership with you is critical, and
never more so than now.
In the meantime, we will keep in
contact with you so you have all
information you need from us. If
have any questions or concerns,
get in touch with us in the usual

close
the
you
please
way.

Please note that our classrooms,
communal spaces and everyday
procedures are likely to look markedly
different when we re-open. This
guide will outline those changes and
the broad measures we are taking to
suppor t and protect your child’s health
and wellbeing.
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Why have only cer tain year groups
been chosen to return?

When will the chosen cohorts be
returning to academy?

The government has chosen the
following key transition year groups to
return to academy.

We w i l l b e w e l c o m i n g b a c k t h e y e a r
groups chosen for early return on
Monday 15 June at the earliest.

•
•

We a r e c o n t i n u i n g t o t a k e a c a u t i o u s
approach by staggering student
returns. This means that no student or
member of staff will be in academy full
time this term so we can avoid having
too many people in our buildings on
any given day.

Ye a r 1 0
Ye a r 1 2

These students will soon be moving
into year groups where they will
be sitting important tests and
examinations. They are also at key
transition points in their lives and
will benefit greatly from face-to-face
contact with their peers.
Students in these year groups will
have some face-to-face suppor t from
their teachers. This is to supplement
their remote education, which will
remain their main form of contact with
the academy this term.
How many students will be in
academy at any one time?
Schools and academies can have a
quar ter of the returning cohor ts in at
any one time.
From 15 June at the earliest, this
will mean that on any given day, we
will have the following students in
academy:
•
•
•

A detailed timetable, which we ask
parents and carers to stick to as best
as you can, will be sent to you shortly
so you know exactly when your child
should be in academy.
Why is the government par tially reopening schools and academies now?
According to the latest government
figures, the transmission rate of the
coronavirus has decreased. Current
data shows that infections are coming
down alongside hospital admissions.
Public Health England believe that
returning students gradually and by
closely following what they are calling
t h e i r ‘ h i e r a r c h y o f c o n t r o l s’, t h e r i s k o f
transmission is substantially reduced.

Quarter of year 10 and year 12
(where applicable) students
The children of critical workers in
all year groups
Our most vulnerable students in all
year groups

Please note that the government no
longer deems it necessary for parents
of eligible students to keep them
at home. This means that if you are
a key worker, for example, you are
encouraged to send your child into
academy.
Arrangements for students at home
Our students at home will continue to
have the suppor t they need from their
teachers.
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Public Health England’s hierarchy of
controls
Yo u a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e h e a r d t h e t e r m
hierarchy of controls in the media
already, but exactly what does it mean
for us?
Public Health England have outlined
their hierarchy of controls (right )
for every school and academy in the
countr y to follow. It is how we can
reduce risks to our students and
staff in academy by taking certain
measures.

Minimising contact with people who
are showing coronavirus symptoms

Cleaning hands more often than usual
and ensuring good respiratory hygiene

By closely following the controls,
Public Health England assure us that
the risk of transmission of infection is
substantially reduced.
We a r e t a k i n g t h e a p p r o a c h t h a t
each control is equally as impor tant
as the other, so we have detailed
plans for each. All of our work will
be underpinned by a risk assessment
of our academy and a thorough site
examination conducted by specialists
across the E-ACT trust.

Cleaning frequently touched sur faces
more often

Minimising contact and mixing
between people
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Minimising contact with people who
are showing coronavirus symptoms
For the safety of our students and
staff, the following people should not
attend academy:
•
•

Staff and students who have
symptoms of the coronavirus
Staff and students who are selfisolating as someone else in their
household has symptoms of the
coronavirus

Click here for the NHS’ guide to
coronavirus symptoms.
Parents and carers must inform
the academy as soon as possible if
you believe your child is showing
symptoms of the coronavirus or if they
have been in contact with the virus in
some other way. Simply pick up the
phone and call us if you’re unsure or if
you need any help.
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Cleaning hands more often than
usual and ensuring good respiratory
hygiene
We h a v e b e e n a c t i v e l y e n c o u r a g i n g
hand and respiratory hygiene since the
beginning of the year:

Staff will be strongly encouraging and
in some cases enforcing the following
behaviours:

•

•

•

•
•
•

The frequent washing of hands with
soap and water for 20 seconds
The cleaning of hands on arrival
at the academy, before and after
eating, and after sneezing or
coughing
Encouraging students not to touch
their mouths, eyes and noses
Encouraging the use of a tissue or
elbow to cough or sneeze
Using bins for tissue waste

•
•

Directing students to either hand
sanitiser or to washrooms to wash
their hands on arrival
Encourage frequent hand washing
a n d t h e ‘c a t c h i t , b i n i t , k i l l i t’
message
Posters and displays encouraging
frequent hand washing and the
‘c a t c h i t , b i n i t , k i l l i t’ m e s s a g e

Our academy will look very different
when we welcome back more students
so we can actively encourage all of the
above.
•
•
•
•
•

Additional wash stations at
entrances, in each classroom and
within communal areas
Hand sanitiser pumps across the
academy
All classrooms will have bottles of
disinfectant spray and disposable
cloths
Lidded bins across the academy
which will be frequently emptied
throughout the day
Disposable tissues in every
classroom topped up regularly
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Focussed, frequent and thorough
cleaning
We h a v e b e e n c l o s e l y f o l l o w i n g ,
and in many cases going beyond,
the recommendations made to us
on cleaning by the Department for
Education.
Our cleaning teams will be working
tirelessly to ensure our classrooms,
communal areas and any other areas
that are being used by students and
staff are thoroughly cleaned.
This will include:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Frequent and focussed cleaning of
sur faces that students and staff are
likely to touch regularly including
books, desks, chairs, doors, sinks,
toilets, light switches, bannisters
All classroom equipment will be
thoroughly cleaned and will not be
used by multiple groups
Hand sanitiser stations and soap
dispensers will be frequently
topped up
Disposable tissues will be topped
up regularly
Lidded bins will be double bagged
and emptied frequently
Any outdoor equipment will be
immediately cleaned after it is used

In addition, the following
precautionary measures will also be
taken:
•

•
•

Unnecessary items that are
considered hard to clean will be
removed from classrooms and other
areas
Classrooms and communal spaces
will be well ventilated throughout
the day
Doors will be propped open to
limit use of door handles and help
ventilation

Page 7

Minimising contact with one another
We a r e t a k i n g a c a u t i o u s a n d m e a s u r e d
approach to re-opening by reducing
the number of staff and students in
our buildings at any one time.
This means that no student or member
of staff will be in academy full time
from 15 June at the earliest.
•

•
•
•
•

•

Returning cohorts will be divided
into small groups. Each group will
only attend academy one day per
week
Some students may be asked to
return more than once per week for
additional support
Each group will be given one of two
start and finish times
Daily groups will be split fur ther
into smaller groups known as
‘bubbles’
Bubbles will remain together in the
same classroom and with the same
members of staff as far as possible
for the entire day, including during
breaks and at lunch time
Once in their bubbles, which will on
average be no more than 13 in size,
we will keep students two metres
away from each other by changing
the layout of our classrooms and
using the full space available to us

We a r e a l s o m a k i n g b i g c h a n g e s t o o u r
timetable.
•

•

•

Break times will be staggered so
that students are not gathering or
moving around the academy at the
same time
Where possible, breaks, lessons
and classroom activities will take
place outdoors, weather permitting.
Classrooms will also be accessed
from outside where possible
No assemblies will be held

The following precautionary measures
will also enable us to better manage
staff and student movements:
•

•
•

Whilst brief contact such as passing
in a corridor is considered to be
low risk, we will set up one way
corridors throughout the academy
Student drop-off and collection
times will be staggered
Staff will manage the number of
students using our toilet facilities
to prevent overcrowding

Please note that students with specific
requirements including diagnosed
behavioural issues will have individual
support arrangements.

A detailed timetable will be shared
with you shor tly so you know exactly
what this means for your child.
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How can parents help us?

Using public transport to commute

With your support, we will do
everything we can to ensure that our
students and staff return to the safest
possible environment.

The government advise that we walk,
cycle or drive where possible.

We a s k t h a t y o u h e l p u s b y :

If you need to use public transport,
the government advise the following
for you and your child:

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Not entering our academy if you
or your child are displaying any
symptoms of coronavirus
If accompanying your child to and
from academy, only one parent
should attend
We w i l l b e a l l o c a t i n g d r o p o f f a n d
collection times and points – please
follow these closely
Follow our one-way system when
bringing your child to the academy signage will direct you
Follow the two metre space
markings when dropping off or
picking up your child
Please do not gather at the
entrance gates or doors
Speak to your child about the
importance of not socialising in
groups when travelling to and from
academy

•
•
•
•
•

Avoid peak time travel where
possible
Keep a two metre distance from
others where possible
Avoid physical contact and face
away from others
Minimise the surfaces you touch
We a r a f a c e c o v e r i n g i f y o u c a n a s a
precautionary measure
Allow sufficient time for your
journey as travel may take longer
than normal because of social
distancing measures

Click here for the government’s
guidance on safer travelling.

Please note that parents will not be
allowed to gather in the playground or
to enter the buildings without a prearranged appointment.
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Suppor ting our students’ learning and
mental health in academy
We w i l l b e l o o k i n g a t w h e r e s t u d e n t s
are in their learning and we will
suppor t them in the areas where it is
needed most. This will include focus
on mathematics and English.
We a l s o k n o w t h a t f o r o u r s t u d e n t s
to comfortably transition back into
academy life, they need to feel safe,
secure and have positive emotional
wellbeing. Having experienced a
period of uncer taint y, it is vital that
we closely support and guide our
students in the coming weeks and
months.
It is why we have developed a
Relationships and Recovery Curriculum
for all our students which is designed
to recognise their experiences as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic. It
also aims to provide oppor tunities for
students to establish and learn new
ways of living and learning.
Every student will spend part of their
day completing activities as part of
the curriculum, which will support
them to re-establish relationships and
recover from any anxieties experienced
during this challenging time.
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Frequently asked questions
Is testing for students and families
available?
All students eligible to attend our
academy, and members of their
households, will have access to
testing if they display symptoms
o f c o r o n a v i r u s . To a c c e s s t e s t i n g
please use the 111 online coronavirus
service.
Is personal protective equipment
necessar y in academy?

What training will staff be getting?
We w a n t o u r s t a f f t o b e c o m p l e t e l y
comfortable and clear on our new
processes. It is why we will be
giving our staff time for training and
guidance before they see any students.
We h a v e p r o v i s i o n a l l y r e s e r v e d t w o
days of Inset during week beginning
Monday 8 June so colleagues have time
with their line managers and with each
other to plan the coming weeks.

The government have made it clear
that wearing a face covering or mask
in schools is not required. The only
time it may be needed is if a student
or member of staff becomes unwell
while in academy and needs care
until they can return home – we will
be keeping a supply of PPE for this
reason.

What happens if there is a suspected
case of coronavirus at the academy?

Please see page 9 for the
government’s advice on wearing face
coverings when travelling on public
transport.

If the student should subsequently
test positive for coronavirus, the rest
of their class or bubble would be sent
home and advised to self-isolate for
14 days. Household members of the
students in that bubble do not need
to self-isolate unless the student then
develops symptoms.

How will you look after someone who
is unwell whilst in academy?
Any student or member of staff who
displays signs of being unwell will be
suppor ted and taken to a safe area
within the academy where they cannot
come into contact with others.

If a student should display coronavirus
symptoms, parents will be contacted
to collect their child with the advice
that the student should self-isolate
for seven days. Household members
should self-isolate for 14 days.

What are the arrangements for
clinically vulnerable people?
Clinically vulnerable people:
•
•

Please follow medical advice if your
child is in this category
If you live with a clinically
vulnerable person, including
someone who is pregnant, your
child can attend academy

Clinically extremely vulnerable people:
Students who fall into this category
should not at tend academy.
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What you can expect from us next

@EducationEACT

Please expect the following from us
over the next few days and weeks.
•
•
•

Specific timetable for your child
Details of the staggered drop off
and collection times
Fur ther information on the changes
being made to our academy in the
coming weeks

LinkedIn

Please contact us in the usual way
with any questions or concerns.
www.e -act .org.uk

